A common way of obtaining passageway to the English
colonies for those lacking the financial means was by
becoming an indentured servant, B8y this method, an
immigrant agreed tu serve a specified number of years in
return for transpertaticn, frod and clothing. The leagth of
the indenture depended upon the age of the immigrant. In
the mid-seventeenth century a person over twenty-one agreed
to serve four years; if between twelve and twenty-cne, for
five years; and if under twelve, for seven years.

Since Richard Nelms transported four additional perscns

to Virgin:a four years later in 1561, it seems logical to

assume that they were replacements for the previous gro
This four-year period suggests the contract reguired four
years of service and that Richard Tidwell was at least
twenty-one wnen he contracted to come to America. In Ais

excellent manuscript history of the Tidwell family, General

William A. Tidwel !l points out that the land grants due the
planters who brought in :ndentured servants were oitem not
Franted immediataly upon thelr arrival. de therefors

that included R:ichard Tidwell

colony scmetime in 63a.
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